(CONFIDENTIAL. (No. 6 of 1876.] 


REPORT ON NATIVE PAPERS 


FOB 


The Week ending the 5th February, 1876. 


Tar Rajshahit Samachar of the 14th January writes the following 
in an editorial on ‘ Lord Northbrook” :—Of the numerous misfortunes 
which have become India’s portion, the too frequent change of her Viceroys 
must be regarded as an important one. India can never be happy under 
such an arrangement, for it is the people alone who suffer from the difference 
of opinions and tastes which naturally characterize successive rulers. We 
are not in a position to assert that the country will be happier for the 
retirement of Lord Northbrook. How long did those that had expected to 
find an end of all their miseries by the deposition of Warren Hastings 
cherish this their hope on seeing the procedure of Lord Dalhousie? In 
appointing a commission for the trial of Mulharrao, in deposing him, in the 
appointment of a Member for Public Works in the Supreme Council, and in 
connection with the new Tariff Act, there has been a difference of opinion 
between Lord Northbrook and the Secretary of State. There are some who 
attribute the former’s retirement entirely to <his fact. The (reported) 
retirement of Sir W. Muir also, at the same time, shows clearly that it is the 
difference of opinion on the Tariff question, and not the Viceroy’s failing 
health, that has led him to come to this determination. 


We should be especially grateful to Lord Northbrook for two things. 
He has extinguished the fire kindled by Sir George Campbell, and fanned by 
Lord Mayo, for the destruction of high education, and has preserved its ruins. 


When the famous Municipal Bill of Sir George Campbell filled 
the whole country with fear of taxation, and when with his characteristic 
vigor and promptitude Sir George was governing the land, the action of 
Lord Northbrook in seeking to reconcile the views of the then Lieutenant- 
Governor with those of the higher and lower classes of the people was indeed 
praiseworthy. We have the conviction that Lord Northbrook desired 
popularity to some extent, and such a desire on the part of the Viceroy is 
likely to be greatly beneficial to a conquered people. But the wonderful 
system under which India is governed precludes all possibility of good, even 
if such a desire do really exist. It would have been indeed better if the 
retirement of the Viceroys depended upon their own will, or on that of the 
ministry in power, though it is not clear whether Lord Northbrook would 
hot have resigned even if such a rule were actually in force. He should 
ave retired much earlier, immediately after the suppression of the famine. 
N remaining after that event he committed an error, for since that time 
€ has been gradually losing his former reputation and becoming unpopular. 

he editor then refers to the blunder committed by Government in the 
aroda affair, in connection with the Tariff Act, and in reference to the 
attendance of the young Nizam of Hyderabad at Bombay during the visit of 
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the Prince of Wales, and concludes by lamenting the falling off in the 
independent tone of the Hindu Patriot since the commencement of Lord 
Northbrook’s administration. This paper is now given to constant and undue 
praise of the acts of the present Viceroy. 


9. The Suhrid of the 25th January notices with regret the announce- 
ment as to the retirement of Lord Northbrook, who, despite some serious 
administrative errors, is greatly loved by the people. Speculation is rife as 
to the motives which may have led him to come to this determination. The 
editor seems to think that the state of political complications in Europe, 
and the close relation which they bear to India, may have probably induced 
the ministry to recall a man whose administration has been marked by so 
many serious errors, and to appoint to the Indian Viceroyalty as his successor 
an able dinlomatist. 


3. The Hindu Ranjikad of the 26th January observes on the subject 
of Lord Northbrook’s retirement that, without needlessly dwelling upon the 
motives which may have led His Excellency to fix upon this course, it ma 
be said that all the acts of his administration have been doubtless solely 
prompted by sincerity, a sense of duty, and good will to the natives of India, 
and that those who might have expressed any dissatisfaction with any of 
them seem to us to have misunderstood their object. India will be exceed- 
ingly sorry for his retirement, for she has not been for a long time fortunate 
enough to secure such a well-intentioned Viceroy as Lord Northbrook. What- 
ever people may say about him, he really desires the good of India, while 
there can be no question as to the fact that the country is greatly indebted 
to him. It was Lord Northbrook who reformed the finances of the Indian 
empire, which were in an extremely wretched condition at the commence- 
ment of his administration. The natives of India were thus relieved of the 
burden of taxation, and have been exceedingly grateful to him. He has 
saved Bengal from many dangers and fears, and adopted important measures 
for promoting cordiality and good feeling between the Native Princes and 
the English Government. The peaceful way in which he settled the 
disputes with Burmah and his pacific policy in reference to neighbouring 
powers have entitled him to the praise of the public. 


4. The Bhdrat Mihir of the 26th January urges on Government 
the propriety of publishing without further delay the report of the Com- 
missioners appointed to investigate the Stevens’ case. It is proper that the 
public should be informed of the result ofthe investigation, and that the 
offenders be brought to justice. | 


5. The same paper suggests that if the appointment of Assistant 
Finance Minister were created for India, and a competent native gentleman 


like Baboo Degumber Mitter were appointed to it, the measure would be 
greatly beneficial to the public. 


6. The same paper does not see the good of granting donations to 
civilians on their passing prescribed examinations in Sanskrit. It would be 
better if they were required to pass examinations in the vernaculars, in a 


knowledge of which they are so lamentably deficient, than in Sanskrit, in 
which they acquire but little proficiency. 


; 7. Adverting to the excess of work in the hands of the Moonsifs, 
which they cannot overtake even with all their close and continuous applica- 


tion, the same paper asks Government to appvint a number of additional 
Moonsifs to assist the former with their work. 


a. 


8. Ina lengthy article the same paper dwells on the case of Mr. Field, 
the Sessions Judge of Murshidébad, and his ayah, and takes occasion to 
remark on the frequent miscarriage of justice in the mofussil. The editor 
moreover asks Government to consider whether it should yet, after what has 
taken place, retain Mr. Field in its service. 


9, In its review of the minute of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 
last Bengal Administration Report, the Amrita Bazar Patrikd of the 27th 
January is gratified to notice Sir Richard Temple's constant endeavours to 
seek the happiness of the people committed to his charge. Thus in pointing 
out the advisability of transferring rent-suits from the Moonsifs to the 
Collectors, Sir Richard has found out one of the causes of the constant 
disputes between the zemindars and their tenantry. It is to be regretted, 
however, that a very slight mention is made in the minute of the oppression 
of the indigo planters in Behar, to which is owing in great measure the 
chronic and extreme poverty of the people of that province. Nor do we 


find any allusion in the minute to the rigors and cruel treatment of prisoners 
in the jails. 


10. The Bharat Sangskarak of the 28th January notices with regret 
the approaching retirement of Lord Northbrook. There is the greater 
reason for fear at this intelligence, as his retirement is believed to be due 


to his difference with the Secretary of State on the Tariff question, and may 
mean the re-imposition of the income-tax. 


11. In the course of a long article on the Bengal Administration 
Report for 1874-75 the same paper makes the following remarks on the 
observations made in the report on the native newspapers :—We can accept 
the views of the Lieutenant-Governor regarding the native newspapers as 
impartial to a large extent, but at the same time we beg to inform His 
Honor that the means by which he has come to form these opinions are not 
sufficient for the purpose. The Government weekly reports aré often a 
mockery of the native papers, and there is very little likelihood of the 
authorities being correctly informed of their meaning from these reports. 


Another thing is that Bengali newspapers labor under such discourage- 


ments and inconveniences that their shortcomings are in a large measure 


pardonable. 


12. The same paper directs the attention of Government to the case 
of Mr. Field with his ayah, and the judgment of the High Court against 
him, and remarks that a native civilian could never have escaped if guilty of 
acrime like that committed by Mr. Field. It would be but bringing 


disgrace to the judgeship if such a tyrannical, though learned man, were any 
longer retained in it. 


13. The Hindu Hitoishint of the 29th January describes in its 
opening article the proverty of the native weavers and spinners since the 
introduction of Manchester cloths and English mill-spun threads. The 


editor exhorts his countrymen to give up the use of foreign cloths and 
€ncourage the native weavers. 


14. The same paper asks Government to make enquiries about the 
extreme inconvenience to which passengers on the Hastern Bengal Railway 
ine are generally subjected, from want of proper accommodation and due 
attention on the part of the railway authorities. This was especially the case 


on the occasion of the Prince’s visit to Calcutta. The passengers were 
extremely inconvenienced. 
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15. The same paper directs the attention of the authorities to the 
extortions practised on the people by the levy of illegal tolls at the (udar4 
Ghat on the Dhaleshwari river, midway between Kamla Ghat and Madanganj. 


Instead of one pice, the prescribed toll on each person, the ghat manjis 
generally take four times that sum. 


16. The Dacca Prokdsh of the 30th January is at a loss to know 
the object of Government in conferring the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws on the Prince of Wales. The University sought to honor itself by this 
proceeding, but it has brought only ridicule on itself. A degree of honor which 
can be obtained without undergoing an examination is hardly worth anything. 


17. The Sahachar of the 3lst January is exceedingly grateful to 
Sir Richard Temple for promoting Pandit Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna 
of the Calcutta Sanskrit College to the fourth grade of the educational 
service. By this: act the Lieutenant-Governor has conferred an honor on 
the Sanskrit language and its professors, and thereby has greatly gratified 
the. people. 

18. A correspondent of the Sulabha Samachar of the 1st February 
directs the attention of the Lieutenant-Governor to the present unsatis- . 
factory state of the Calcutta Arts School. No one has yet been appointed 
in place of the late able teacher Babu Shy&ma Charan Srimani. Oizil-paint- 
ing, photography, steel-engraving, and some other important branches of 
art education are not taught in the institution, while the schooling fees have 


been considerably raised, to the great inconvenience of the poor pupils. = ‘I'hey 


are now also required to bring from home materials, which they formerly used 
to obtain from the school funds. This presses heavily on them. It is to be 
regretted that the Superintendent remains indifferent to this state of things, 


being taken up more with office work than with duties more closely connected 
with the school entrusted to his charge. 


19. The Murg-t-Suliman, or Solomon’s Bird, is a cheap Urdu paper, 
lithographed, which was formerly published at Monghyr and ceased to exist. 
It has re-appeared in a larger form with a lithograph of the bird, pro- 
fessing to supply its readers with the current news and topics of the time, 


and consists mainly of extracts from other papers, and news from important 
places 


The editor commences with an article based onthe recent attempts 
of the Dissenters to procure the disestablishment of the Church of England 
in India, so that neither tue bishops nor the clergy under them may receive 
stipends from money which Government realizes as revenue or taxes from 
its heathen subjects. Fully endorsing the scheme and heartily approving of 
the proposal, the editor takes occasion to ask whether, whilst the Indian 
Government supports a bishop and his clergy in every presidency, the same 
Government has afforded support to any Hindu mandir by appointing a 
purohtt, or to any Muhammadan masjid by appointing a mulla. This, he 
remarks, is such an Act of injustice that the people have always been 
protesting against it; yet Government does not move in the matter. 


20. The editor of the Behdr Bandhu professes not to understand the 
reason why the Patna municipality has been instituted. It conducts all its 
proceedings with closed doors, like the Freemasons, leaving the outside 
world entirely ignorant of what is done at its meetings. The members, too, 
do not seem to be aware of their own powers, but consider themselves to be 
the servants of Government, which is not actually the case. The British 
Government has grantcd some independence to these bodies. It is much 
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to be regretted, however, that they consider themselves merely as under a kind 
of abject slavery. The English are very cunning, for they select as members 
only such men as do not understand their own welfare, but are ready to 
concur with whatsoever the Chairman proposes. 


BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 5th February, 1876. 


R. J. ELLIS, 
Offg. Government Bengali Translator. 


List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending the 
hth February 1876. 


Monthly, weekly, 


Place of pubiication. or otherwise. 


“ Madhyastha” Monthly 


Caleutta 


Ash&r to Ashwin 1282 B. 8. 


“ Rajshahi Samachar” ei 
‘Rangpur Dik Prakash” ... 
“ Sulabha Samachar... 
“ Suhrid”’ se 
‘ Barisal Vartavaha” 


Karachmaria, Réjshéhi a 
Kakinidé, Rungpur 
Calcutta 


Weekly 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


14th January 1876. 

20th = ditto. 

25th January and Ist Feb. 1876. | 
25th January 1876. 


Muktagacha, Mymensing 


26th = ditto. 

26th ditto. 

26th = ditto. 

27th = ditto, 

27th ditto. 

28th ditto. 

28th ditto, 

29th = ditto. 

29th = ditto. 

30th = ditto. 

3ist ditto. 

27th ditto. 

24th to 28th January 1876. 
27th January to 4th Feb. 1876. 
7th and 21st January 1876. 
29th January 1876. 

26th January and 2nd Feb. 1876. 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Nitto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Bi-Weekly 
Daily 
Ditto 
Bi-Monthly 
Weekly 
Ditto 


Barisal eg 
Banhat, Rajshahi 
Muktazacha, Mymensing 
Burdwan ; 
Calcutta sila 
Hughli i as 
Harinabhi, 24-Pergunuahs 
Kumarkhali ran 
Dacca 
Ditto 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 
Monghyr 
Calcutta 
Patna 


“ Hindu Ranjika” be 

“ Bharat Mihir” mp 

“ Bardhaman Pracharik&” ... 

‘‘ Amrita Bazar Patrika” ... 

“ Education Gazette”’ 

“ Bharat Sangskérak”’ ' 

‘© Gramvartaé Prakashika” ... 

‘‘ Hindu Hitoishini’’ 

“Dhaka Prakash’? ... 

* Sahachar” dha 

“ Samachar Chandrik&” 

“ Sambad Prabhakar’’ 

‘“ Sambad Parnachandrodaya”’ 

“ Murg-i-Suliman’’ (in Urdu) 

“Urdu Guide” (in Urdu) ... 

“ Behar Bandhu” (in Hindi) 

“Jam Jehfin-numa”’ (in 
Persian) ... 
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Calcutta Ditto 


28th January and 4th Feb. 1876, 


Bengal Secretariat Press. 
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